
We have always cherished the 

leadership and guidance of our 

beloved Bishop in the enrich-

ment of the diocese and our 

parish community.  

      We are taking this opportu-

nity to remind you of the 

Bishop’s appeal for our diocese. 

Your contributions to the 

Bishop’s appeal are the main 

lifeline for a multitude of minis-

tries which every day carry out 

the mission of Jesus Christ on 

earth. Your contributions sustain 

vital services and programs 

which a parish cannot possibly 

undertake on its own. We en-

courage everyone’s support for 

this cause and thank all who have 

already stretched their hands and 

opened their hearts.  

 

        St Thomas Syro-Malabar 

mission of Philadelphia was es-

tablished in 1983 to preserve the 

faith and liturgical tradition of the 

Syro-Malabar Catholics living in 

the Philadelphia, Delaware and 

Southern New Jersey.  On 

March 19, 2005 our dream be-

came a reality when we were 

blessed with our own church to 

praise and worship as one family. 

We have grown over the years 

as a leading parish in the St. Tho-

mas Syro-Malabar Catholic dio-

cese of Chicago, with more than 

400 families. 

         On June 5th 2010, we are 

receiving our honorable Bishop 

Mar Jacob Angadiath as a main 

celebrant for the Holy Commun-

ion and Confirmation in our 

parish. A visit from our honor-

able Bishop Mar Jacob Angadiath 

during the fifth anniversary year 

of the consecration of our 

church is a special occasion to 

rejoice and proudly reflect on 

our faith and spiritual unity.  

His Excellency Bishop 

Mar Jacob Angadiath 

 

Hearty Welcome                

to our Parish 

On Saturday, June 5, 2010 twenty-

seven of our children will receive 

their First Holy Communion and 

thirty-one will be confirmed. His 

Excellency Mar Jacob Angadiath 

will be the celebrant. This is the 

first time that these many children 

are receiving these sacraments in 

our church. It is a great day in the 

life of our parish. 

First communicants are mostly 

from the 3rd grade of our religious 

education program. They have 

been preparing all throughout the 

school year. Involvement of par-

ents in the preparation was very 

commendable. A group of teachers 

under the direction of our pastor 

Rev. Fr. John 

Me l epu r am 

did a great 

job in prepar-

ing the chil-

dren. 

Final full 

rehearsal for 

the reception 

of the both sacraments and First 

Confession will take place in the 

Church on Wednesday, June 2, 6 

PM to 8 PM. At least one parent 

and the sponsor for the Confirma-

tion are requested to  participate 

in the rehearsal.  

Holy Mass is scheduled for 10 AM 

on Saturday, June 5 preceded by a 

procession. Parents are requested 

to bring the children to the church 

at 9:15 AM for final preparation. 

Still photographs and video will be 

made by the designated photogra-

pher/videographer. Every family 

will receive a CD with photo-

graphs and video. Therefore all 

parents are strongly requested not 

to arrange anyone to take photo-

graphs during the service.  

Bishop Mar Jacob Angadiath Visit: June 5th 2010 
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Community 

News 
4 

There is no 

doubt that an 

unforgettable 

meeting with 

Jesus is First Holy 

Communion  

Pope John Paul II 



P A G E  2  

“Our  journey is 

not yet over, just 

started, a long way 

to go….”  

Johnachan  

A SUCCESSFUL YEAR COMES TO A CLOSE … an update from Dr. James Kurichi, DRE 

Karayunna kunjine palullu … OMG, let’s   do it fast 

We are really blessed!   
We are really blessed to have 

this parish community as our 

own. Our community is blessed 

with lots of supporting families; 

talented and committed people 

who work together for the good 

of the community. Our church is 

well furnished, our liturgical 

ceremonies are active and crea-

tive, our CCD program runs 

very well, our youth, especially 

senior youth are very vibrant. 

Within a short period of five 

years our community has grown 

a lot with members and new 

families; activities and functions 

as well. 

 

Our journey is not yet over; it 

just started and we have a long 

way to go. We need to work 

together as a family; sharing each 

others’ burdens to release them, 

sharing our joys to multiply 

them, encouraging others with 

kind words to boost them, con-

tributing our share as God has 

given to us without reservation 

to support our church, and 

praying together to glorify the 

good Lord. Our success is 

ahead! 

 

For this we need to work hand 

in hand, pray with hearts full of 

grace and sincerity, and above all 

celebrate our faith through our 

active participation in Holy Qur-

bana every Sunday and all week-

days in our church, receiving the 

grace of Sacraments and Sacra-

mentals frequently and partici-

pating in ward meetings every 

month with your whole family. 

Yes, our families will enjoy it, 

our Youth and Children will 

benefit from it …  

 

Visual and print media are so 

powerful in the modern world, 

especially TV, News Paper, Mov-

ies, Internet etc… Proper and 

timely communication can bring 

people together with new spirit.  

 

We are really blessed to have 

wonderful people with lots vi-

sion, talents, and enthusiasm. I 

wish and pray that this News 

Bulletin could elevate the spirit 

of our community to a new 

horizon and produce good tid-

ings here and abroad. 

 

Let us all keep together in 

Lord’s hands for His blessing and 

protection. 

lose the edge. If you don’t say 

it, someone else will. If you 

don’t interpret, someone else 

will. Then it becomes their 

version of the story.  

So, how does it relate to our 

community?  

As a community, we have to 

get our act together and our 

story together. And we better 

get it fast. This will keep us 

all united and informed. This 

will help us avoid surprises.  

T his is the era of instant 

communication. Between IMs, 

texts, tweets, emails, blogs 

and youtube, news travels 

fast.  And it travels in the 

form of OMG’s, lol’s and idk’s. 

We all find different ways to 

communicate … dialogues, 

monologues, blogs, google-

groups, emails, texts, tweets 

… There is tremendous value 

in active communication. If 

you don’t, you are behind. You 

Communities are built by 

sharing the sorrows and cele-

brating the wins. Our hope is 

that the restart of our church 

Newsletter will give us an-

other tool to stay connected.. 

Our dream is that this news-

letter will evolve into a two -

way communication where we 

can share our stories that will 

strengthen us.  Let us all con-

tribute to achieving this 

dream.   

 

the past year. Saints parade 

in connection with All Saints’ 

Day, Jesusõ Birthday Party 

with Santa’s workshop, Pas-

sion Show on Good Friday, 

teaching Malayalam prayers 

in every class, bowling party 

for high school students, etc. 

are some the highlights of the 

year. 

This year Rev. Fr. John Me-

lepuram, our Vicar, visited 

class rooms several times and 

taught some of the classes. 

These visits and interaction 

with students in the class 

room settings have been very 

beneficial. The staff and stu-

dents are extremely grateful 

to him for guiding the CCD 

program with new vision and 

vigor.  

Another highlight of this  

year was a Discussion Forum 

for adults on topics related to 

Catholic doctrine, the Bible, 

Church history, etc. Several 

sessions were successfully 

held. Mr. Josemon Abraham 

coordinated the program.   

W ith the anniversary cele-

bration on June 20, 2010 the 

present academic year of the 

Religious Education School 

will come to an end. Final 

examinations were held on 

May 16th  and the report 

cards will be sent home with 

the students on May 23rd. Art 

and Literary competitions are 

scheduled for June 13th.  

Everyone involved in the 

school can rightfully take 

pride for the great success of 

òAs a 

group, we 

have to 

communi-

cate, com-

municate..ó 

Parish 

Council 

S T . T H O M A S  V A R T H A   

F R O M  T H E  

D E S K  O F  T H E  

V I C A R  



When the Parish Council Met …    Kurian Chirackel, Trustee 
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Our parish has a three level adminis-

trative structure; the Pastor & Trus-

tees,  Parish Council, and Palliyogam. 

Pastor is the head of the parish.  

Trustees work with the Pastor in the 

day-to-day administration. Trustees 

and Pastor meets once a week and 

the Parish Council (PC) meet once a 

month, except for special meetings to 

make decisions on urgent matters.  

The Palliyogam meets at least twice a 

year. Everything other than routine 

activities are discussed and debated in 

the council. 

One of the important decisions the 

council made in the last monthly 

meeting is to replace the heating and 

air conditioning (HVAC) system of 

our church building. A special meet-

ing of the council 

on May 10, 2010, 

approved the pro-

posal submitted by 

York Inc. to replace 

HVAC system for 

$80,000.00. 

Communication is 

another area that is getting a lot of 

attention at the PC. Special kudos 

were given to the members that 

helped execute the automated voice 

mail system. Feedback for the same 

has been excellent. The PC also made 

a decision to restart the church news-

letter.  

A core committee has been formed 

to listen more proactively to the 

various views expressed by the com-

munity members. In another meeting, 

a committee was formed to discuss 

and recommend solutions to resolve 

various issues raised by parishioners.   

It was decided to offer the commu-

nity an opportunity to have lunch 

with Bishop Mar Jacob Angadiath 

during his visit in June. 

Parish Council is the voice of the 

community. Make it a point to talk to 

them about your views and concerns. 

 

The SMYL, as a group celebrates the 

youth mass every third Sunday to 

renew and strengthen our faith. Our 

church currently has four active bas-

ketball teams (3 boys’ team, and 1 

girl’s team). This year, the Syro A 

team had a remarkable victory against 

St. Jude Malankara, in the Delaware 

Valley Sports Club League champion-

ship game. 

Future events include a car wash and 

bake sale to raise money for our A/C 

system, Shalom youth retreat, youth 

The Syro-Malabar Youth League 

(SMYL) has a committed and brilliant 

team of youth, with many ideas that 

are in the process of taking shape.   

Our activities center around the 

spiritual, social, and intellectual develop-

ment of the youth group.  

Recent activities of the SMYL in-

cluded paripuvada sale to raise funds 

for the church’s air conditioning sys-

tem, youth soccer practice, Mother’s 

Day flower distribution, fund raising 

for Haiti, Walk Against Hunger etc. 

trip, community service, and the 

annual SMYL basketball tourna-

ment. We will also have our 

General Body meeting on May 

23, 2010 to discuss past events, 

financial accounts, and future 

plans. Overall, our main goal is 

to increase youth participation 

in the church and the commu-

nity. The activities planned for 

this year will help boost the 

energy and involvement of our 

youth. 

faith in GOD will stand any test, a 

blistering summer could put our 

patience and health to some serious 

hardships to all of us.  

So, I plead you to do it again. I urge 

you to offer an extended hand, an 

open hand. A hand to support our 

efforts to replace this a/c unit.   

We want to hear your ideas.  

How can we accomplish this? Stop 

me in the hallway; let us chat in the 

parking lot; let us work together and 

channel our energies for this com-

mon goal.  

We have an opportunity to serve and 

I would like everyone to be part of 

this… kids, youth, young adults, 

adults … everyone of us.  

Our target is to raise $85,000. We 

have made tremendous progress and 

received great commitments. We 

have exceeded our initial expecta-

tions and I am overwhelmed by your 

support. 

Let us keep the momentum.  

Please welcome us to receive your 

generous donations. Drop in to see 

Johnachan, talk to a PC member, call 

your ward president ... make an offer, 

make a contribution. We need your 

whole hearted support.  

We are a community that is built on 

trust and co-dependence, love and 

teamwork for the greater common 

good.  We have a history and a track 

record of standing together to face 

challenges.  

Now we are facing another challenge.  

As I talked to you at various occa-

sions, our air conditioning system is 

beyond repair and any attempts to do 

so will be a waste of our money and 

efforts. It has to be replaced immedi-

ately. 

Without a reasonably good a/c unit, 

we will not be able to enjoy our 

church. While I am confident that our 

òWe have to 

revisit our 

procedures 

to handle 

emergen-

ciesó 

An Appeal To Extend Your Hand é                        James Joseph, Trustee 

SMYL - Committed to Make a Difference  é                      Cyril John & Malisa Mathew 

òThis summer 

could be a 

testing periodó  

James Joseph, 

Trustee 
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Upcoming Events 

 

T SMYL General Body Meeting : 

 May 23rd, 11:30 AM  
 

T First Holy Communion & Confirmation  

 June 5, 2010  
 

T Lunch with the Bishop  

 June 6, 2010  
 

T Parish Festival ( Palli Perunnal ) 

 July 2nd, 3rd & 4th; Main celebrant - Bishop Mar 

 George Alencherry  
 

T Lancaster Trip : 

Bible show - Joseph , July 24th, 4:00 PM (Please 

contact the Womenõ Forum for registration) 
 

T Parish Picnic : 

July  31st , Bucks County Park  

 

Upcoming Events 

 

T Ward Meetings : 

 1) St. Josephõs Ward - May 24th, Monday at 6:30 

 PM, Thompson (Sunil) & Susanõs house  

 

 2) St. Georgeõs Ward - June 5th, Saturday at 6:30 

 PM, Santhosh Kanjirathinkalõs house  

 

 3) Blessed Kunjachan Ward  - June 25th, Friday at 

 7:00 PM, Tojo Jose & Jincyõs house 

 

T Indian Catholic Heritage Day:  

Aug. 14th, 11:00 AM; Main Celebrant ñHis Eminence 

Cardinal Justin Rigali (Please contact Jose Maleckal 

for details)  

Vicar/Pastor:  

 Fr. John Melepuram 

 215.464.4008 (O)/215.808.4052 (M) 

Community news... 

 

Our Financial Status: 

È Sunday Offering- 

 Last week : $2,207 

 Month-to-date: $8,636 

È Building Fund- 

 Last week: $350 

 Month-to-date: $4,439 

È A/c Fund: Target $85,000 

 

 

 

 

Religious Edu. .. News & Updates: 

¶ Report Card Distribution         

May 23rd  

¶ Art & Literary Competitions June 

13th 

¶ School Anniversary 

June 20th 

Womenõs Forum Updates: 

¶ Lancaster Trip registration 

Please contact Celine Oalickal 

(215.673.1919) immediately be-

fore seats are sold out! 

 

 
Mass Schedule:  

 

¶ May 30th … 9:00 AM, 12:00 PM 

(please note the change)  

¶ Regular Thu-Fri 7:00 PM 

¶ Regular Sat 9:00 AM 

¶ Regular Sundays: 8:30 AM, 10:00 AM 

 

PTA Alert: 

È Lunch on May 23rd … Parents of 

12th grade,; please help out! 
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